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The Classroom 
September – October  

On Wednesday, our trip 
was to Miles Canyon. We 
walked along the canyon 
(Off to the right of the 
bridge), stopping at 
geologically interesting 
sites. On this day, we 
learned about the white 
crust on some rocks 
called “ Caliche” (in 
Spanish means crust). It 

was an interesting hike! 
 Our Thursday field trip 
was the most exciting. Parents 

volunteered to drive with us to 
the Copper Haul Road. We were 
each given sample bags to 
collect rocks in! We all 
collected really neat samples! 
After lunch, we travelled 
farther down the road to look 
at different rock samples and 
some of us even found garnets! 
The last thing we did that day 
(the most exciting) was look 
for magnetite! We were given 
magnets to find magnetic 
rocks. A group of kids found 
magnetic ‘dust’ on the rocks 
and were thrilled. After the 
exciting trip, we drove back to 
the school.  
 

Geology Field Trips  
with Sarah Laxton 

by Ruby 

 The uppers have been doing a lot of 
geology projects throughout the fall months. 
From field trips to research projects! 
In the first week of school we went on 3 field 
trips-Tuesday to Thursday! Our Tuesday trip was 
a long walk up Two Mile Hill, to the Core 
Library. We met Sarah Laxton, and she gave us a 
tour of the entire building. She guided us 
through the geologist’s mapping table, the 
meeting room, the sifting room, the rock cutting 
room, the rock cooler and then the ‘core library’ 
which are actually very large containers in the 
back lot filled with core samples from all over 
the Yukon.    After the tour, we all sat down in 
the Meeting Room and she taught us more 
specifically about the 3 different types of rocks, 
Metamorphic, Sedimentary and Igneous.  
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Class Hike 
by Anais 

On Friday, September 26th, 2015 our whole class 
went on a three-hour hike through the Hidden Lakes 
area in Riverdale.  On our hike we experienced 
many beautiful and intriguing sights! Including:  
A beaver hut 
Beaver paths 
A half beaver-eaten tree 
as well as an Eagle sighting! 
 

Most of the Lower 
Elementary students were 
fascinated by the half-
eaten tree, posing to take a 
picture beside it! 
 
On the Thursday afternoon 
(The day before the hike), 
we talked as a group about 
the City of Whitehorse plan 
to expand the Chadburn 
Lake Park. Some of the Upper 

Work in the Classroom! 
By Anais  

So far the uppers have been doing math, geology, 

biographies, novel study and spelling. For spelling we have a 

spelling test every Friday. We have charts filled with work, and 

we try our best to get it done every week. Kelly has been giving 

lessons like” How the earth was created” and teaching the lowers 

many fun lessons. And that is what the class has been doing for 

the past four week’s. 
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Thanksgiving with YMS 
by Ruby  

2

ensuring the classroom was all cleaned up and ready 
for school in the afternoon! 

Parents brought in a lot of the side dishes and 
desserts! Drinks, salads, buns, brownies, cheesecake, 
pumpkin pie - were just some of the things that were 
eaten! 

Kelly, along with a few students also wrote a 
wonderful Thanksgiving Poem to read before we ate! 

 

Thank you to everyone for joining us!  

Lemon Gelato 
Made by Hayley, Ruby and Anais  

for their Novel Study “The Thief Lord” by Cornelia Funke 

3 TBSP  grated Lemon Rind 
5  Egg Yolks 
3/4cup Lemon Juice 
1 cup Sugar 
2 cups Heavy Whipping 

Cream 

Directions 
1 In a small heavy saucepan, heat milk to 175°; stir in sugar until dissolved. Whisk 

a small amount of hot mixture into egg yolks. Return all to the pan, 
whisking constantly. Add lemon peel. Cook over low heat until mixture is 
just thick enough to coat a metal spoon and a thermometer reads at least 
160°, stirring constantly. Do not allow to boil. 

2 Remove immediately from heat; stir in lemon juice and cream. Place in a bowl. 
Press plastic wrap onto surface of custard; refrigerate several hours or 
overnight. 

Fill cylinder of ice cream freezer two-thirds full; freeze 2-4 hours or until firm. 
Repeat with remaining mixture. Yield: 1-1/2 quarts. 
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On Friday, October 12th, 2015 our class 
hosted a Thanksgiving Potluck Lunch with our 
teachers, classmates and parents! Martha and Rod 
Taylor and Erin provided us with two delicious 
turkeys with stuffing!  

We split our class into 3 different groups: set 
up, cooking and clean up. The set up crew was in 
charge of decorating the room and getting the tables 
and chairs all set in the classroom. The cooking crew 
was in charge of peeling, cooking and mashing the 
potatoes. And then the clean up crew was in charge of 
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GEOLOGY with Leyla Weston 
by Ross 

Day One 
When Leyla came in the first day this year, she brought 
in an array of minerals for us to look at and examine 
with small microscopes, and taught us how to do 
scratch tests and look for specific things so we would be 
able to identify the rocks. She had a short activity for us 
to try and identify minerals within rocks! It was fun! 

Day Two 
The Rock Cycle and Mineral Making! On the second 
day Leyla discussed the rock cycle with us and how 
over time the 3 different types of rock : Igneous, 
Metamorphic and Sedimentary break down and build 
back up.  And because we ran out of time, Leyla left us 
with gummies to explore the make up of different 

minerals and then create our own minerals! 

Day Three 
The next time Leyla came into our class we discussed 
Plate Tectonics. We watched a neat short video that 
showed us that movement beneath the earth’s surface 
creates our continents to shift, but can also cause 
earthquakes! We created our own layers of the earth to 
see what happens and what it looks like beneath the 
surface! 

CAKE and Mining 
The last session with Leyla was pretty amazing! We 
were discussing mining and mapping. How do 
geologists know where to mine? We were split into 3 
groups to find three areas we thought would be the 
biggest pay off in terms of ‘mining’! Using our map 
with geological information, we had to decide where to 
take a ‘core’ sample....of CAKE!  
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HALLOWE’EN ACTIVITIES! 

PUMPKIN CARVING 
By Hayley 

On October 29th our class carved 
pumpkins! We had 5 pumpkins and 
each group had 5 students! We all chose 
our role and had a task to do! It was a 
really fun afternoon and each of our 
pumpkins turned out differently! One 
group even had a pumpkin eating 
another pumpkin (it was very creative!) 
Afterwards, we cleaned up and roasted 
our pumpkin seeds in two different 
flavours – Sweet and Salty. 

M.A.D Haunted House 
By Daniel 

 
On the morning of October 29th the uppers went to 
the M.A.D Haunted House –  

M.A.D –nificent Castle 
We began sat in the gym and watched the beginning 
performance of the Wedding scene before the 
characters were turned into the undead by a curse!  
Then we were lead to the first room. 

The first room was the scariest; it was an 
alchemist room where a potion turned the character 
into a masked undead character. The lights flickered 
and then went pitch black. Each room was 
decorated as different rooms of a castle – the 
Princess’s play room, the King’s throne room, a 
kitchen, and a storage room.  The M.A.D characters 
stayed in character and their costumes were done 
really well.  

Preschooler’s Halloween 
Activities 

by Anais 
 
On Friday, October 30th we had the 
preschoolers come over to our class! 
We had so many fun activities 
planned for them! We had Spooking 
Bowling, Halloween Ramp Jump, a 
great Spider’s Web were the little ones 
had to avoid the web and save the 
small little insects! As well as a 
Pumpkin Beanbag Toss where they 
had to throw beanbags through the 
giant cardboard pumpkin’s eyes, nose 
or mouth! The children had so much 
fun and so did we! 



 

 

 


